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Superintendant  
Rocky Gott Retires 

  

By Howard and Susan Reed 
 

I 
t is the end of an era. The only person to hold the 

position of Kittatinny Valley State Park Superin-

tendent retired this spring. It is the end of a long col-

laboration between a citizen's group and a NJ State 

Park employee that has resulted in one of the most 

popular rail-trails in the northeast. 

 Most superintendents come to the job with an 

education in Forestry Management, Environmental 

Science or Park Management. Rocky's professional 

background was on the maintenance side of park 

management (from 1976 to 1993). This was a good 

thing for Kittatinny Valley State Park and the Pau-

linskill Valley Trail. Rocky supervised the building 

of KVSP from the ground- up. This became a literal 

undertaking with the PVT. The long abandoned rail- 

trail needed lots of work when the Trail Committee 

finally secured its purchase. 

 When the bridges were finally built and 

decked, trail walkers no longer needed to balance 

themselves on beams to cross over the Paulinskill. 

PVT members didn't need to worry about taking an 

unexpected swim! 

 Newer members may not know Rocky per-

sonally. He and his wife Cathy live in Sandyston 

with their own menagerie. Their household includes 

four cats, two cats belonging to Rocky's mother and 

one Iberian hound (a relative of the Greyhound). Ad-

ditionally, Cathy has two horses and is a dressage 

rider.  

 Cathy and Rocky like to travel and arrived in 

Hawaii just in time for the Japanese earthquake and 

tsunami. They were awakened several times in the 

middle of the night by loud buzzers and alarms 

warning ñDanger!ò, ñTsunami Warning!ò Having 

taken precautions such as filling the bathtub with 

water, filling their water bottles and getting a supply 

of snacks from the vending machine, they are happy 

to report that there was no damage. Fortunately it 

was an uneventful but certainly memorable vacation. 

 At home, they enjoy kayaking and can be 

found on the Delaware River with Cheryl and John 

Keator (retired Superintendent-High Point State 

Park). 

 Past interests of Rocky's includes the Boy 

Scouts. He spent 5 years as a scout, attaining the 

rank of Life Scout. He then served 25 more years as 

Assistant Scoutmaster. He still sees his compatriots; 

one was even elected to the New Hampshire Legisla-

Rocky Gott at the Park Office  

Photo courtesy of Marge Barrett 
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ture in 2010. 

 Rocky says that preparing for retirement was 

exhausting, having worked harder in the last couple 

of months than in the last couple of years. He had a 

desk that had accumulated 17 years of material to be 

sorted. He also had many projects to finish. 

 Having made the transition to a life of leisure, 

Rocky is an adviser to the Trails Partnership Com-

mittee of the Sussex County Chamber of Commerce. 

Working with our own Rob Nicholson, Rocky brings 

all his background from the D&R Canal and his ex-

perience managing all the trails of Kittatinny Valley 

State Park to the table. 

 Rocky is now working several days a week at 

Montague Tool in Branchville assembling and prep-

ping machinery. He also makes repairs to power 

equipment. 

Rocky Gott Retires - continued from page 1 

The Cake Presented by the PVTC  

at Rocky Gottôs Retirement Celebration 

 

The Rest is History 
  

By Howard and Susan Reed 
 

W 
e talked with Rocky Gott, recently retired 

Superintendent of Kittatinny Valley State 

Park, about his memories of the early 

days of the Paulinskill Valley Trail. 

 Rocky reports that there are about 360 home-

owners whose properties border the PVTC. In the 

early days, there was a lot of resistance to the Trail 

by homeowners. No one wanted the Trail in their 

backyards. The Park Rangers reached out to Trail 

Continued on page 7 
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KVSP Interpretive Programs October 2011 - March 2012 
 

 Pre-registration for all Park -sponsored programs is required by 3:30 PM of the day prior to the 

program date as space is limited. Please call 973-786-6445 to register. Programs are free of charge and 

unless otherwise noted meet at the visitor center located 1.1 miles north of Route 206, off Goodale Road in 

Andover Township. Please be prompt. Programs start at the time indicated. Children must be accompanied by 

an adult at all times. Pets are not permitted during any program. In case of inclement weather, all participants 

are urged to contact the visitor center to determine whether programs have been cancelled or rescheduled. All 

programs are subject to change. 

Continued on page 4 

DAY  DATE & TIME  ACTIVITY & LOCATION  

THU Oct 13, 4 to 5 pm LôIL TYKES AUTUMN HIKE, Kittatinny Valley State Park. Sponsor: KVSP. NOTE: Group size is 

limited, pre-registration is required. For adults with children ages 5 and under. Share the afternoon with 

your little one in the Great Outdoors on this naturalist-guided hike. Important: Babies must be carried in 

a front-pack or back-pack. No strollers or older siblings, please! 

SAT Oct 22, 11 am to 

noon 

GEOCACHING FOR BEGINNERS,  Kittatinny Valley State Park. Sponsor: KVSP. NOTE: Group 

size is limited, pre-registration is required. For adults and children ages 7 and up. Partially ADA acces-

sible. 

THU Oct 27, 4 to 5 pm LôIL TYKES AUTUMN HIKE, Kittatinny Valley State Park. Sponsor: KVSP. NOTE: Group size is 

limited, pre-registration is required. For adults with children ages 5 and under. See description for Oct 

13, 2011. 

SAT Oct 29, 11 am to 

noon 

THE NATURE OF HALLOWEEN,  Kittatinny Valley State Park. Sponsor: KVSP. NOTE: Group 

size is limited, pre-registration is required. For adults and children ages 6 to 12. Partially ADA accessi-

ble. 

THU Nov 3, 4 to 5 pm LôIL TYKES HIKE, Kittatinny Valley State Park. Sponsor: KVSP. NOTE: Group size is limited, pre-

registration is required. For adults with children ages 5 and under. See description for Oct 13, 2011. 

SAT Nov 5, 11 am to 

12:30 pm 

NATURE IN NOVEMBER FAMILY HIKE,  Kittatinny Valley State Park. Sponsor: KVSP. NOTE: 

Group size is limited, pre-registration is required. Family program for all ages. 

THU Nov 17, 3:30 to 

4:30 pm 

LôIL TYKES HIKE, Kittatinny Valley State Park. Sponsor: KVSP. NOTE: Group size is limited, pre-

registration is required. For adults with children ages 5 and under. See description for Oct 13, 2011. 

SAT Nov 19, 11 am to 

noon 

GEOCACHING FOR BEGINNERS,  Kittatinny Valley State Park. Sponsor: KVSP. NOTE: Group 

size is limited, pre-registration is required. For adults and children ages 7 and up. Partially ADA acces-

sible. 

TUE Dec 6, 4 to 5 pm OWLS: HUNTERS OF THE NIGHT,  Kittatinny Valley State Park. Sponsor: KVSP. NOTE: Group 

size is limited, pre-registration is required. For adults and children ages 6 to 12. ADA accessible. 

SAT Dec 10, 11 am to 

noon 

GEOCACHING FOR BEGINNERS,  Kittatinny Valley State Park. Sponsor: KVSP. NOTE: Group 

size is limited, pre-registration is required. For adults and children ages 7 and up. Partially ADA acces-

sible. 

TUE Dec 13, 4 to 5 pm OWLS: HUNTERS OF THE NIGHT,  Kittatinny Valley State Park. Sponsor: KVSP. NOTE: Group 

size is limited, pre-registration is required. For adults and children ages 6 to 12. ADA accessible. 

SAT Dec 17, 11 am to 

noon 

BACKYARD BIRDFEEDING,  Kittatinny Valley State Park. Sponsor: KVSP. NOTE: Group size is 

limited, pre-registration is required. For adults and children ages 6 to 12. ADA accessible. 

THU Dec 22, 10 am to 

noon 

WINTER SOLSTICE HIKE,  Kittatinny Valley State Park. Sponsor: KVSP. NOTE: Group size is 

limited, pre-registration is required. For adults. 

THU Jan 5, 11 am to 

noon 

WINTER WONDERS,  Kittatinny Valley State Park. Sponsor: KVSP. NOTE: Group size is limited, 

pre-registration is required. For adults and children ages 4 & 5. 

SAT Jan 7, 10:30 am to 

noon 

WILDFLOWERS IN WINTER,  Kittatinny Valley State Park. Sponsor: KVSP. NOTE: Group size is 

limited, pre-registration is required. For adults. ADA accessible. 

TUE Jan 10, 4:30 to 

5:30 pm 

OWLS: HUNTERS OF THE NIGHT,  Kittatinny Valley State Park. Sponsor: KVSP. NOTE: Group 

size is limited, pre-registration is required. For adults and children ages 6 to 12. ADA accessible. 
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KVSP Interpretive Programs October 2011 - March 2012 - Continued from page 3 

DAY  DATE & TIME  ACTIVITY & LOCATION  

SAT Jan 21, 10:30 am 

to noon 

WINTER TREE ID,  Kittatinny Valley State Park. Sponsor: KVSP. NOTE: Group size is limited, pre-

registration is required. For adults. ADA accessible. 

THU Jan 26, 10:30 am 

to noon 

WINTER TREE ID,  Kittatinny Valley State Park. Sponsor: KVSP. NOTE: Group size is limited, pre-

registration is required. For adults. ADA accessible. 

SAT Jan 28, 10 am to 

noon 

10th ANNUAL HOT CHOCOLATE HIKE/SNOWSHOE,  Kittatinny Valley State Park. Sponsor: 

KVSP. NOTE: Group size is limited, pre-registration is required. For adults. Bring your favorite mug 

and snowshoes (if necessary). 

THU Feb 2, 11 am to 

noon 

WINTER WONDERS,  Kittatinny Valley State Park. Sponsor: KVSP. NOTE: Group size is limited, 

pre-registration is required. For adults and children ages 4 & 5. 

SAT Feb 4, 10:30 am 

to noon 

WILDFLOWERS IN WINTER,  Kittatinny Valley State Park. Sponsor: KVSP. NOTE: Group size is 

limited, pre-registration is required. For adults. ADA accessible. 

TUE Feb 7, 5 to 6 pm OWLS: HUNTERS OF THE NIGHT,  Kittatinny Valley State Park. Sponsor: KVSP. NOTE: Group 

size is limited, pre-registration is required. For adults and children ages 6 to 12. ADA accessible. 

SAT Feb 11, 10 am to 

noon 

CABIN FEVER HIKE/SNOWSHOE,  Kittatinny Valley State Park. Sponsor: KVSP. NOTE: Group 

size is limited, pre-registration is required. For adults. Bring your snowshoes (if necessary). 

SAT Feb 18, 11 am to 

noon 

FIRE AND ICE: THE FOLKLORE OF FEBRUARY,  Kittatinny Valley State Park. Sponsor: 

KVSP. NOTE: Group size is limited, pre-registration is required. For adults. ADA accessible. 

THU Feb 23, 10:30 am 

to noon 

WILDFLOWERS IN WINTER,  Kittatinny Valley State Park. Sponsor: KVSP. NOTE: Group size is 

limited, pre-registration is required. For adults. ADA accessible. 

SAT Feb 25, 10:30 am 

to noon 

WINTER TREE ID,  Kittatinny Valley State Park. Sponsor: KVSP. NOTE: Group size is limited, pre-

registration is required. For adults. ADA accessible. 

WED Feb 29, 4 to 5 pm ANIMAL TRACKING: ñLEAPS & BOUNDSò, Kittatinny Valley State Park. Sponsor: KVSP. 

NOTE: Group size is limited, pre-registration is required. For adults and children ages 6 to 12. ADA 

accessible. 

SAT Mar 3, 11 am to 

12:30 pm 

DISCOVER KVSP FAMILY NATURE HIKE,  Kittatinny Valley State Park. Sponsor: KVSP. 

NOTE: Group size is limited, pre-registration is required. Family program for all ages. 

SAT Mar 10, 11 am to 

noon 

GEOCACHING FOR BEGINNERS,  Kittatinny Valley State Park. Sponsor: KVSP. NOTE: Group 

size is limited, pre-registration is required. For adults and children ages 7 and up. Partially ADA acces-

sible. 

THU Mar 15, 4 to 5 pm LôIL TYKES HIKE, Kittatinny Valley State Park. Sponsor: KVSP. NOTE: Group size is limited, pre-

registration is required. For adults with children ages 5 and under. See description for Oct 13, 2011. 

TUE Mar 20, 10 am to 

noon 

SPRING EQUINOX HIKE,  Kittatinny Valley State Park. Sponsor: KVSP. NOTE: Group size is lim-

ited, pre-registration is required. For adults. 

SAT Mar 24, 11 am to 

noon 

SCENTS OF SPRING, Kittatinny Valley State Park. Sponsor: KVSP. NOTE: Group size is limited, 

pre-registration is required. For adults and children ages 6 to 12. 

WED Mar 28, 4 to 5 pm THE NATURE OF VERNAL POOLS,  Kittatinny Valley State Park. Sponsor: KVSP. NOTE: Group 

size is limited, pre-registration is required. For adults and children ages 6 to 12. ADA accessible. 

THU Mar 29, 4 to 5 pm LôIL TYKES SPRING HIKE, Kittatinny Valley State Park. Sponsor: KVSP. NOTE: Group size is 

limited, pre-registration is required. For adults with children ages 5 and under.  

SAT Mar 31, 11 am to 

12:30 pm 

THE NATURE OF VERNAL POOLS,  Kittatinny Valley State Park. Sponsor: KVSP. NOTE: Group 

size is limited, pre-registration is required. For adults and children ages 6 to 12. Partially ADA accessi-

ble. 

 

In Kittatinny Valley State Park 
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òNature Notes  
Adventures in Geocachingó  

 

By Lynn Groves Lussier,  
Resource Interpretive Specialist,  
Kittatinny Valley State Park 

 

M 
aybe youôve heard of it. Perhaps youôve 

even tried it. Yet with over 5 million geo-

cachers worldwide, geocaching continues 

to be one of the most popular unknown outdoor ac-

tivities. There currently exist over 8,000 geocaches 

in New Jersey, and Kittatinny Valley State Park is 

home to 130. Whatôs it all about? Read on and dis-

cover this cure for cabin fever, the answer to ñIôm 

bored,ò and the catalyst for family adventure!   

 

What is Geocaching? 

Geocaching is an outdoor treasure hunting game in 

which participants locate hidden containers called 

geocaches (or caches for short) using global posi-

tioning system (GPS) receivers or GPS-enabled de-

vices such as an iPhone, and then share their experi-

ences online at www.geocaching.com. The sport is 

most often described as a ñhigh-tech game of hide-

and-seek,ò sharing many aspects with orienteering, 

benchmarking, and letterboxing. Geocaches are cur-

rently placed in over 100 countries around the world 

and on all seven continents, including Antarctica. As 

of September 2011, there are approximately 1.5 mil-

lion geocaches around the world. They may be at 

your local park, at the end of a long hike, or on the 

side of a city street. They may even be underwater or 

underground! Generally accepted rules are to mini-

mize the impact on nature, to not endanger or alarm 

others, and to respect private property. 

 

What Does a Cache Look Like? 

Geocache containers come in all shapes and sizes, 

from a nano, which is as small as the tip of your lit-

tle finger, to match cases, magnetic key holders, and 

five-gallon buckets. The most common caches in ru-

ral areas are lunch-box sized plastic storage contain-

ers or surplus military ammunition cans. Smaller 

containers are more common in urban areas because 

they can be more easily hidden. Some are quite clev-

Example of a Camouflaged Container 

Photo courtesy of Lynn Groves Lussier 

Geocache Logo 

Graphic courtesy of Lynn Groves Lussier 

GPS Device 

Photo courtesy of Lynn Groves Lussier 
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erly camouflaged and may be disguised as a pine-

cone, a birdsô nest, or a metal bolt. They may involve 

solving a puzzle, completion of multiple stages, or 

require attendance at a geocaching-themed event to 

get credit for the ñfind.ò 

 For the typical, or ñtraditionalò cache, a geo-

cacher will place a waterproof container containing a 

logbook and perhaps items for trading somewhere 

out in the landscape, and then record the cacheôs lo-

cation. The coordinates, along with other details 

about the cache and its location, are posted on the 

listing site on www.geocaching.com. Other geocach-

ers then obtain the coordinates from that site and 

seek out the cache using their GPS. Once they find 

the cache, geocachers may sign the logbook, and 

then record their adventure online. Geocachers are 

free to take trade items from the cache in exchange 

for leaving something of equal or greater value. 

 Typical cache ñtreasuresò have little mone-

tary value, but may hold personal value to the finder.  

Common cache trade items may include coins, small 

toys, marbles, stickers, keychains, or CDs and books.  

Higher value items are occasionally included as a 

reward for the ñFirst to Findò (FTF) a new cache, or 

for locations which are more difficult to reach. 

 Geocaches may also contain trackables, 

which are objects that are intended to be moved from 

cache to cache, rather than kept. These are termed 

travel bugs or geocoins, bearing a unique tracking 

code so their travels may be logged and followed 

online. Cachers who initially place one of these 

ñhitchhikersò often assign them specific goals, such 

as visiting all 50 US states, traveling to a particular 

country or to a notable destination, like the Statue of 

Liberty. 

 

Who Hides Geocaches and Why? 

People from all age groups can hide and seek geo-

caches, including individuals, families with children, 

students, and retirees. People often hide geocaches in 

places of historical interest or great natural beauty 

that you would never have discovered were it not for 

the geocache there! Consequently, geocaching is a 

great way to explore locations near and far. In addi-

tion, it brings friends and family together to enjoy 

the outdoors and makes other outdoor activities, such 

as hiking, biking, and boating, even more enjoyable.  

Donôt you think itôs time you gave it a try? Happy 

Caching! 

 

To start enjoying your own geocaching adventures, 

look for the ñGeocaching for Beginnersò programs 

held at Kittatinny Valley State Park throughout the 

year and register by calling (973) 786-6445 (loaner 

GPSs available on a first-come, first-served basis).  

For a listing of all KVSP Fall & Winter 2011-12 

programs, please refer to the schedule included in 

this newsletter.  

 

SOURCES 

www.geocaching.com 

Nature Notes - continued from page 5 

Travelbug - a Trackable Object 

Photo courtesy of Lynn Groves Lussier 

Will he find the Cache? 

Photo courtesy of Lynn Groves Lussier 
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neighbors and were able to mostly stop the ATV's 

and snowmobiles from riding up and down on the 

Trail by establishing a presence on the rail trails. The 

Trail Committee continued to run nice family events 

on the Trail. Over time, things calmed down. Today, 

things have progressed to the point where we see real 

estate ads for homes presenting the closeness of the 

Trail as a selling point. Progress! 

 Homeowners were not the only group to view 

the Trail negatively. There was also concern by local 

municipalities about the Trail. Rocky says that it 

took many meetings, over time, to gain the confi-

dence of the local governments.  

 Letôs focus on the beginnings of Kittatinny 

Valley State Park. The Sussex Branch was purchased 

by the State from Netcong to Andover in '79 and An-

dover to Branchville (less Newton) in '82. This was 

just prior to the advent of the rails-to-trails move-

ment.  In 1992, the Paulinskill Valley Trail was pur-

chased by the state following many years of active 

work and arm-twisting by members of the Paulinskill 

Valley Trail Committee and their tireless leader, Len 

Frank. The Sussex Branch from Netcong to Andover 

was assigned to Hopatcong State Park.  The manage-

ment of the Sussex Branch from Andover to Branch-

ville was assigned to Swartswood State Park in 1982. 

The Paulinskill Valley Trail was also assigned to 

Swartswood upon its purchase in 1992. Between 

1979 and 1993, the State Park Service did not recog-

nize the potential of rail trails as a recreational re-

source. In June of 1993, the State Park Service de-

cided to create a new park based on the rail trails, 

and the entirety of both trails was assigned to Rocky 

Gott. The new state park as yet unnamed worked out 

of the Swartswood State Park office and later a for-

mer lakeside residence.  

 Kittatinny Valley State Park was born when 

the Green Acres program closed on the Aeroflex 

property in September 1994. It was purchased be-

cause the Sussex Branch ran through it and Kit-

tatinny Valley State Park needed a home. By this 

time the park was staffed with 2 full time mainte-

nance workers, one of them a supervisor, a Chief 

Ranger and a Ranger. Rocky says that they had to 

beg, borrow and ñstealò tools, computers, equipment, 

trucks, and a Correction crew. They ñfoundò an un-

used photo copier. The Park was able to use existing 

buildings on the Aeroflex property for a maintenance 

shop and an office, making expansive improvements 

to heating systems, electrical systems, roofs, and 

structure exteriors. 

 Slowly, staff was added. A seasonal mainte-

nance worker was hired in 1993, and in 1994 he be-

came a full time employee. In 1994, they also hired a 

full time Chief Ranger to supplement the Ranger al-

ready on staff.  

 When the Trail was purchased, there was a 

tremendous amount of garbage that had accumulated 

for many years on the Trail, and the trails were well 

overgrown with brush. The trash was picked up and 

The Rest is History - continued from page 2 

Continued on page 10 

Marge Barrett presenting Rocky with Retirement Gifts 


