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The High Line  
  

By Roberta Bramhall 
 

A 
 coterie of determined people accomplished 

the turning of the New York Susquehanna 

and Western right or way into a New Jersey 

linear parkðThe Paulinskill Valley Trail. Such a 

grass roots effort is not limited to Sussex and Warren 

counties. Rails to trail successes can be found in the 

most unexpected places. 

 One such wonderful development is the High 

 

Update on Lehigh and Hudson 
River Rail Trail 

  

By Marie Raffay, 
NJ State Park, 

Northern Region Project Specialist 
 

T 
he NJDEP Division of Parks and Forestry, 

Kittatinny Valley State Park is working with 

Andover Township to complete a section of 

the Lehigh and Hudson River Rail Trail. The recent 

completion by Andover Township of Phase I of the 

project links the Florence Burd School and associ-

ated neighborhoods with Hillside Park. Design work 

is currently underway for Phase II of the project to 

complete the bike trail from Kittatinny Valley State 

Park to Hillside Park. The finalization of this trail 

will complete a critical component of the Town-

shipôs transportation master plan and offer the com-

pletion of the loop to the State Park and the existing 

Sussex Branch Trail. 

 This past September, Andover Township, 

working in cooperation with NJ State Park Service, 

obtained $109,640 in mitigation funds from PSE&G 

to compensate for the temporary closing of the Sus-

sex Branch Trail during power line construction with 

the understanding that these funds be used for  pub-

lic access improvements on the Lehigh and Hudson 

River Trail. The State Park Service completed a land 

management review to allow for the improvements 

to the right of way and is working with the Andover 

Township engineer and department of public works 

professionals to bring the project to a completion by 

the end of 2014. 

 In order to make the former Lehigh and Hud-

son River railway a functioning non-motorized multi 

Continued on page 11 Continued on page 5 

Reminiscent plants, old track, new trail - the High Line 

- Photo courtesy of Signal Editor 
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Newton Trail Update 
 

by Debra Millikin 
 

N 
ewton is progressing with the trail project; 

however, there has been an issue with re-

connecting the one section of the trail by 

the Rental Store. There are some legal issues in or-

der to go forward with an easement for the trail on 

the property of the Rental Store so that at this time 

we are changing some of the scope of the trail. The 

new plan is to move the trail to the Townôs property 

and place a boardwalk within the wetland area to 

reconnect the trail. The Town Engineer and I will be 

meeting with the wetlands division to discuss how to 

proceed. At this time the trail is no longer being pro-

posed to be paved. I will continue to keep your or-

ganization updated on this great project.   

 

 

 

T 
hinking of moving? In the process of mov-

ing? Have moved? Please do not forget to 

let the PVTC know your new home address. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

C 
hanged your Internet Provider? Changed 

your e-mail address? Using a new e-mail 

address? Please do not forget to let the 

PVTC know your new e-mail address. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

N 
ot receiving PVTC Monthly Meeting e-mail 

notices? Not receiving The Signal? Maybe 

you moved or changed your e-mail address? 

Please do not forget to let the PVTC know your new 

home address and / or your new e-mail address if 

they have changed. Thank you from the PVTC. 
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March 1, 2014 - January 1, 2015 PVT Activity Schedule 

See page 4 for PVT Hike and Bike Locations. 

Stay Safe During Hunting Season! Wear bright colored clothing. Keep up with the group. When hiking, 
make noise either by talking, using a bell or using a whistle.  

DAY DATE & TIME  ACTIVITY & LOCATION 2014  

SAT Mar 1, 10 am Warbasse Junction ï FOUL WEATHER HIKE - (ñMarch comes in like a lionéò) (or XC skiing - 

weather permitting). Call 973-786-5768.  

SAT Mar 15, 10 am Footbridge ï HIKE (or XC skiing - weather permitting). Call 973-786-5768.  

TUE Mar 25, 7 pm CANCELLED! PVTC QUARTERLY MEETING. KVSP Administration Building. Speaker and re-

freshments. Call 973-786-5768. CANCELLED!   

SAT Apr 5, 10 am Warbasse Junction ï HIKE  

SAT Apr 12, 11:30 am Warbasse Junction ï BIKE RIDE. Bring helmet, lunch & drink. Call or email Paul anytime: 973-887-

4332 or paul_rottmann@hotmail.com. If no one contacts him, ride may be cancelled. 

SAT Apr 19, 10 am Footbridge ï HIKE  

TUE Apr 22, 7 pm PVTC MONTHLY MEETING. Call 973-786-5768.  

SAT May 3, 10 am Warbasse Junction ï HIKE  

SAT May 10, 11:30 am Warbasse Junction ï BIKE RIDE. Bring helmet, lunch & drink. Call or email Paul anytime: 973-887-

4332 or paul_rottmann@hotmail.com. If no one contacts him, ride may be cancelled. 

SAT May 17, 10 am Footbridge ï HIKE  

TUE May 27, 7 pm PVTC MONTHLY MEETING. Call 973-786-5768.  

SAT Jun 7, 10 am to 2 

pm 

NATIONAL TRAILS DAY CELEBRATION. Call 973-786-5768 for location information.  

SAT Jun 7, 10 am NATIONAL TRAILS DAY HIKE  Call 973-786-5768 for location information.  

SAT Jun 14, 11:30 am Warbasse Junction ï BIKE RIDE. Bring helmet, lunch & drink. Call or email Paul anytime: 973-887-

4332 or paul_rottmann@hotmail.com. If no one contacts him, ride may be cancelled. 

SAT Jun 21, 10 am Footbridge ï HIKE  

TUE Jun 24, 7 pm PVTC ANNUAL MEETING . KVSP Administration Building. Speaker and refreshments, followed by 

elections. Call 973-786-5768.  

TUE Jul 22, 7 pm PVTC MONTHLY MEETING. Call 973-786-5768.  

SAT Aug 9, 11:30 am Warbasse Junction ï BIKE RIDE. Bring helmet, lunch & drink. Call or email Paul anytime: 973-887-

4332 or paul_rottmann@hotmail.com. If no one contacts him, ride may be cancelled. 

TUE Aug 26, 7 pm PVTC MONTHLY MEETING. Call 973-786-5768.  

MON Sep 1, 10 am Footbridge ï LABOR DAY  HIKE  

SUN Sep 14 NEW JERSEY HORSE COUNCILôS - HORSE RESCUE BENEFIT RIDE, Ride your horse and 

support a local horse rescue. Call or e-mail Janice: 973-948-3814 or gldg@embarqmail.com 

SAT Sep 20, 10 am  Warbasse Junction ï HIKE  

SAT Sep 20, 11:30 am Warbasse Junction ï BIKE RIDE. Bring helmet, lunch & drink. Call or email Paul anytime: 973-887-

4332 or paul_rottmann@hotmail.com. If no one contacts him, ride may be cancelled. 

TUE Sep 23, 7 pm PVTC QUARTERLY MEETING.  KVSP Administration Building. Speaker and refreshments. Call 

973-786-5768.  

SAT Oct 4, 10 am Warbasse Junction ï FALL FOLIAGE HIKE  

SAT Oct 18 20 MILE FULL TRAIL HIKE (Sussex Branch Trail ), weather permitting, over by nightfall.  Call 

Bruce Rhinesmith at 201-274-9805 for details. 

SAT Oct 18, 11:30 am Warbasse Junction ï BIKE RIDE. Bring helmet, lunch & drink. Call or email Paul anytime: 973-887-

4332 or paul_rottmann@hotmail.com. If no one contacts him, ride may be cancelled. 

Continued on page 4 
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March 1, 2014 - January 1, 2015 PVT Activity Schedule - Continued from page 3 

PVT HIKE AND BIKE  
LOCATIONS  

 

A 
ll hikes and bike rides (helmets required) take place on the Paulinskill Valley Trail or on the Sussex Branch 

Trail, both of which are part of Kittatinny Valley State Park. They are cinder-based rail trails that provide easy, 

level walking and riding.  

 There are two starting places for hikes and bike rides. This arrangement gives us the opportunity to cover the 

entire 27-mile PVT in several hikes. We offer 5, 7, 10, 20 (full Sussex Branch) or 30 (full PVT) mile hikes. Bring lunch 

and water, wear comfortable shoes and enjoy.   

FOOTBRIDGE PARK - Route 94, Blairstown, NJ. Take Route 80 to Exit 12, Route 521. Go north on Route 521 

for 5 miles to Route 94 in Blairstown. Turn left onto Route 94 and take the second left into the park, designated by a 

small white sign with black lettering. 

WARBASSE JUNCTION - Route 663, ½ mile south of Route 94 in Lafayette. Take Routes 206 and 94 through New-

ton and continue north for 2½ miles. At the light, turn right to follow Route 94 North. Continue two miles to Warbasse 

Junction Road, Route 663 South. Turn right and go ½ mile to a parking lot on the right.   

 Note: 
  

T 
he PVT schedule may be subject to change. For the most current information, please either call the activity contact number, 

access our web site at www.pvtc-kvsp.org or call the PVTC phone number 973-786-5768. 

 The Signal is published two times a year to share information. Articles and/or material may be submitted to the edi-

tor (Graham Finlayson, e-mail: signaled@msn.com) or to PVTC, P.O. Box 175, Andover, New Jersey 07821. We reserve the right 

to edit for space considerations. 

ITõS THE LAW 
 

P 
ursuant to New Jersey Statutes 39:4-10.1 et. seq., a person under 17 years of age shall not operate or 

ride a bicycle as a passenger, unless that person is wearing a properly fitted and fastened bicycle helmet 

which meets the standards of the American National Standards Institute (ANSI Z90.4 bicycle helmet 

standard) or the Snell Memorial Foundationôs 1990 Standard for Protective Headgear for Use in Bicycling. 

This requirement shall apply to a person who rides upon a bicycle while in a restraining seat which is attached 

to the bicycle or in a trailer towed by the bicycle. 

 The Paulinskill Valley Trail Committee encourages the use of a properly fitted and fastened bicycle 

helmet by all bicycle riders, regardless of age. 

DAY DATE & TIME  ACTIVITY & LOCATION 2014  

TUE Oct 28, 7 pm PVTC MONTHLY MEETING. Call 973-786-5768.  

SUN Nov 2 COMPETITIVE MOUNTED ORIENTEERING,  Bring your horse, compass and enjoy a really nice 

ride. Call or e-mail Janice: 973-948-3814 or gldg@embarqmail.com 

SAT Nov 8 30 MILE FULL TRAIL HIKE (Paulinskill Trail ), weather permitting, over by nightfall.  Call Bruce 

Rhinesmith at 201-274-9805 for details. 

SAT Nov 8, 11:30 am Warbasse Junction ï BIKE RIDE. Bring helmet, lunch & drink. Call or email Paul anytime: 973-887-

4332 or paul_rottmann@hotmail.com. If no one contacts him, ride may be cancelled. 

SAT Nov 22, 10 am Warbasse Junction ï HIKE  

TUE Nov 25, 7 pm PVTC MONTHLY MEETING. Call 973-786-5768.  

SAT Dec 13 EXPLORER HIKE.  Call Bruce Rhinesmith at 201-274-9805 for details. 

 Dec TBA PVTC ANNUAL DINNER  

DAY DATE & TIME  ACTIVITY & LOCATION 2015  

THU Jan 1, 10 am 2015 - Footbridge ï 30th ANNUAL NEW YEARôS DAY HIKE.  Call 973-786-5768.  

THU Jan 1 2015 - NEW YEARôS DAY 6th ANNUAL HORSEBACK RIDE. Bring your horse. Contact Janice 

at either gldg@embarqmail.com or 973-948-3814 for more information.    
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Line Park in New York City. Thirty feet above street 

level there exists a beautiful one mile pedestrian 

walkway that extends from Gansevoort Street north 

to 30th Street. Throughout the more than ten blocks 

there are nine entrances, 4 of which have elevators. 

The staircases are situated on Gansevoor Street, 18th 

Street, 20th Street, West 26th Street and West 28th 

street with additional elevator access at 14th Street, 

West 16th Street, West 23rd Street, and West 30th 

Street. 

 Unlike the PVT, this aerial walkway is not 

multi-use. Only pedestrian traffic is allowedðbikes, 

dogs, skateboards, skates, recreational scooters are 

prohibited. Similar to the PVT, railroad artifacts are 

readily incorporated as part of the trail. Tracks and 

ties recall the freight railroad, and even portions of 

the track are adaptively re-used for rolling lounges 

which offer views of the Hudson River. The plant-

ings are also reminiscent of the railroad time. These 

plants would have flourished: tough, drought-

tolerant wild grasses, wildflowers, shrubs and rug-

ged trees such as sumac. There are 210 species of 

these kinds of plants that can be seen by the users of 

the trail. In addition to the pedestrian walkway, there 

is a planted lawn at 23rd Street, and a stadium of 

benches ending in a series of windows overlooking 

the intersection of 17th Street and 10th Avenue. Built 

in benches and even a birch forest that provides 

some shade enhance the experience of the High 

Line. 

 This walkway was slated for demotion in the 

1980ôs under the administration of New Yorkôs 

Mayor Rudy Giuliani because some property owners 

who had land under the line saw it as an urban eye-

sore. However, other residents in the area saw the 

possibilities of this elevated derelict as a beautiful 

park. In 1999 the non-profit Friends of the High 

Line was formed by Joshua David and Robert 

Hammond. In 2004 New Yorkôs Mayor Michael 

Bloomberg and the City Council committed $50 mil-

lion to establish the park. 

 This park was the former elevated New York 

Central Railroad spur called the West Side Line. It 

actually ran through the buildings the freight line 

supplied. Rolling right inside the factories and ware-

houses, milk, meat, produce and raw and manufac-

tured tools could be unloaded and transported with-

out disturbing traffic on the streets and also reduced 

pilferage. Bell laboratories, Nabisco, and Western 

Electric were some the industries served. Originally 

this line was situated at street level along Manhat-

tanôs West Side. At the intersections the railroad 

hired men called ñWest Side Cowboysòðto ride 

horses and wave flags in front of the trains. So many 

accidents occurred between the freight trains and 

other traffic that 10th Avenue became known as 

ñDeath Avenue". In 1929 the New York Central 

Railroad agreed on the West Side improvement Pro-

ject which included the High Line. The thirteen mile 

project eliminated 105 street level railroad crossings. 

It cost at the time over 150 million collars. The High 

Line opened to freight in 1934. The last train was 

operated by Conrail in 1980 and delivered three car-

loads of frozen turkeys. 

One of the many views of Manhattan from the High Line 

- Photo courtesy of Signal Editor 

The High Line - continued from page 1 

Continued on page 6 

Rolling lounges on the old High Line track 

- Photo courtesy of Signal Editor 
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Visit our new and  
improved web site at: 

www.pvtc-kvsp.org  

 Just as the Paulinskill Valley Trail is a fine 

example of a grass roots effort to recycle a railroad 

right of way into a beautiful, historic linear trail, 

New York City also has a beautiful example of such 

an effort. It certainly is worth a visit to the Chelsea 

section of the city to experience the views of the 

river and cityscapes. 

 

Source: Wikipedia  

 

PVTC  
30th Annual Dinner 

  
 

T 
he PVTC celebrated its 30th annual dinner 

last December. Nearly 70 guests were enter-

tained by Harold Fredericks, a 100 year old 

life member. He gave an illustrated talk about vaca-

tioning along the NYS&W Railroad in 1924, a time 

when most of us werenôt around. The event was at-

tended by trail members, guests, relatives and per-

sonal friends of Harold. It was a night to remember!  

Harold Fredericks, dinner speaker 

Marge Barrett, dinner organizer  

 
PVTC Officers: 

 

 President:   Janice Elsishans. 

 Vice President:  Roberta Bramhall. 

 Secretary:   Sue Reed. 

 Treasurer:  Chris DeVries. 

 

PVTC Board of  Directors: 
 

 Marge  Barrett Joy Fernbacher 

 Marty Grossman Gary Kazin 

 Max Klein  Joanne Wojcik 

The High Line - continued from page 5 

 

IMPORTANT NOTICE  
 

E 
ffective immediately, the PVTC com-

munication telephone number has 

changed to 973-786-5768. 
  


