
   

                 PRESIDENTôS CORNER 
                 By Martin Grossman 

 

     MULTI -USE TRAILS ACROSS THE UNITED STATES 
 

 

     Trail usage and expansion of trails throughout the U.S. has 

increased. Over the past few decades, abandoned railroad 

rights-of-way were converted to multi-use trails for recrea-

tional use by joggers, walkers, hikers, cross-country skiers, 

bicyclists, and horseback riders. Some trails are now part of 

urban and suburban infrastructure and are greenways that act 

as conduits for cyclists to commute in a green environmen-

tally friendly way. Trails offer cyclists a clean, safe environ-

ment as opposed to riding on public roads that have traffic 

hazards and exhaust fumes. The Rails to Trails Conservancy issued a publication in 2002 entitled ñTrails 

and Greenways Advocacy The Smart Growth Agenda.ò The items covered in the 43-page document are 

things such as land use patterns, transportation facilities, the difficulties of non-automobile travel, the re-

duction of non-motorized trip making, traffic congestion, air pollution, loss of open space, and a decline in 

our populationôs health. This publication shows that our infrastructure has become unbalanced over the 

past half century and it goes on to show the benefits of developing a green infrastructure. 

     The recent proposal by the Trump Administration calls for revitalization and transformation                  

of Americaôs infrastructure. Itôs an important decision that has not yet been finalized. The draftôs original 

form does not include a balanced transportation system, which would include multi-use trails to meet its 

goal. The subject is up for debate in Congress, and we as trail users must show our options* to our local 

news sources by writing a letter to our newspaper, supporting trails, walking, and biking, as a balanced 

transportation system.  
*We offer the option of a safe green commute and we don't pollute!  
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     Gregory A. Marshall, of Pattenburg, NJ, entered into eternal rest on February 16, 2018 

after an extended illness. After starting his career in Morris County Parks System, he          

became the first director of the Hunterdon County Park System in 1982. But Gregôs most 

significant role was his eighteen years serving as the director of the NJ Division of Parks 

and Forestry from 1985 to 2002. Under his leadership, the Park Service grew in acreage, 

visitors served, and number of historic sites managed. In 2002, he transitioned to working 

with the National Park Service where he supported strategic planning efforts for the            

National Parks of New York Harbor. He served as superintendent of Sagamore Hill Na-

tional Historic Site in Oyster Bay, New York, home to President Teddy Roosevelt. Greg retired in 2011, as 

superintendent of the Thomas Edison National Historical Park, where he served from October 2007 to 

September 2011, overseeing a major renovation of the Edison Labs.  
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     Secretary  Leslie McGlynn  

     Treasurer  Josh Dubnick 

 

PVTC Board of Directors 
 

     Marge Barrett Bob Barth 

     Joy Fernbacher Gary Kazin 

     Max Klein  Mary Cusack  

Kittatinny Valley  

State Park Information 

 
Office Hours: 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 1100,  

Andover, New Jersey 07821-1100 

 

Phone: 973-786-6445; fax: 973-786-6874 

E-mail: kvsp1@yahoo.com  

 
Regional Park Superintendent: Josh Osowski 

Resource Interpretive Specialist: Lynn Groves 

Maintenance Supervisor: Jim Scholts 

State Park Police Dispatch: 877-WARN-DEP 

                                       (877-927-6337)  

 

Trail Emergency: 911 

IMPORTANT NOTICE  
 

   Effective immediately, the PVTC 

communications telephone          

number has been changed to  

973-786-5768. 

 

Visit our new and         

improved website at: 

www.pvtc-kvsp.org 

Staff of The Signal 
Managing Editor: Linda J. Barth 

Contributing writers: Martin Grossman, Roberta Bramhall, and Lynn Groves  

Editorial staff: Roberta Bramhall, Susan Grossman, and Janet Carter 

NOTICE ABOUT PARKING 

ALONG STATION ROAD:    
 

    After contacting Knowlton Township, 

we were advised by the Mayorôs Office 

that since 2015, parking permits have been 

required in order to park along Station 

Road.   

     For those not holding parking permits, 

alternative free legal parking is available       

a short distance away just off Route 94 at 

the tunnel ball field or at the Knowlton             

Methodist Church. 
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PAULINSKILL VALLEY TRAIL COMMITTEE 2018 -19 HIKING SCHEDULE    
 

SAT MAR 3 10:00 am FOUL WEATHER HIKE  ï (ñMarch comes in like a lionéò) (or XC skiing ï weather             

    permitting) ï Warbasse Junction. 

 

SAT MAR 24 10:00 am HIKE  ï Footbridge Park (or XC skiing ï weather permitting). 

 

TUE MAR 27  7:00 pm PVTC QUARTERLY MEETING .  Kittatinny Valley State Park Administration Building.  

    Speaker and refreshments.  Call 973-786-5768. 

 

SAT APR 14 10:00 am HIKE  - Starting at Waterloo parking area.  Hike Sussex Branch rail trail. 

 

SAT APR 14 11:30 am BIKE RIDE  ï Warbasse Junction. Bring helmet, lunch & drink. Call or email Paul anytime 

    973-887-4332 or paul_rottmann@hotmail.com. If no one contacts him, ride may be cancelled. 

 

SAT APR 21 10:00 am HIKE  ï Starting at White Lake, Rt 521 parking area 

 

TUE APR 24 7:00 pm  PVTC MONTHLY MEETING.   Dessert meeting--home of Leslie McGlynn. 973-786-5768. 

 

SAT MAY 5 10:00 am HIKE  ï Starting at Blairstown Airport. 

 

SAT MAY 12   11:30 am BIKE RIDE  ï Warbasse Junction.  Bring helmet, lunch & drink.  Call or email Paul anytime 

    973-887-4332 or paul_rottmann@hotmail.com.  If no one contacts him, ride may be cancelled. 

 

SAT MAY 19   10:00 am HIKE  ï Starting at Washington and Green Streets, Columbia, NJ. 

 

TUE MAY 22   7:00 pm PVTC MONTHLY MEETING .  Call 973-786-5768. 

 

SAT JUNE 2 10 am-2 pm   NATIONAL TRAILS DAY CELEBRATION . Visit our exhibit at the Blairstown  

    Airport. 

 

SAT JUNE 2 10:00 am NATIONAL TRAILS DAY HIKE  ï Blairstown Airport. 

 

SAT JUNE 9 11:30 am BIKE RIDE  - Warbasse Junction.  Bring helmet, lunch & drink.  Call or email Paul anytime 

    973-887-4332 or paul_rottmann@hotmail.com.  If no one contacts him, ride may be cancelled. 

 

SAT JUNE 16 10:00 am HIKE  - Warbasse Junction. 

 

TUE JUNE 26 7:00 pm PVTC ANNUAL MEETING .  Kittatinny Valley State Park Administration Building. Speaker 

    and refreshments, followed by elections.  Call 973-786-5768. 

 

TUE JULY 24 7:00 pm PVTC MONTHLY MEETING.  Barbecueðhome of Alice and Gary Kazin. 973-786-5768. 

 

SAT AUG 11 11:30 am BIKE RIDE  - Warbasse Junction - Bring helmet, lunch & drink.  Call or email Paul anytime 

    973-887-4332 or paul_rottmann@hotmail.com.  If no one contacts him, ride may be cancelled. 

 

TUE AUG 28   7:00pm  PVTC MONTHLY MEETING . Panini picnic; pool party. Home of Roberta Bramhall. Call 

    973-786-5768. 

 

MON SEPT 3 10:00 am LABOR DAY HIKE  ï Footbridge Park. 

 

SAT SEPT 15   11:30 am BIKE RIDE  ï Warbasse Junction.  Bring helmet, lunch & drink.  Call or email Paul anytime 

    973-887-4332 or paul_rottmann@hotmail.com.  If no one contacts him, ride may be cancelled. 

                           STAY SAFE DURING HUNTING SEASON! Because both the 

Sussex Branch and Paulinskill Valley Rail and Great Valley Trails are in some 

places adjacent to  public or private hunting areas, PLEASE wear an upper gar-

ment that is either blaze orange or a bright, non-natural color. Keep up with the 

group when hiking. Make noise either by talking or using a bell or whistle. 
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SAT SEPT 22   10:00 am HIKE  ï Starting at Washington and Green Streets, Columbia, NJ. 

 

TUE SEPT 25     7:00 pm PVTC QUARTERLY MEETING .  Kittatinny Valley State Park Administration Building.  

    Speaker and refreshments.  Call 973-786-5768. 

 

SAT OCT 6    30-MILE FULL TRAIL HIKE  (Paulinskill Trail), weather permitting, over by nightfall. Call 

    Bruce Rhinesmith at 201-274-9805 for details. 

 

SAT OCT 13  11:30 am BIKE RIDE  ï Warbasse Junction - Bring helmet, lunch & drink.  Call or email Paul anytime 973

    -887-4332 or paul_rottmann@hotmail.com.  If no one contacts him, ride may be cancelled. 

 

SAT OCT 13  10:00 am FALL FOLIAGE HIKE  ï Warbasse Junction. 

 

TUE OCT 23   7:00 pm PVTC MONTHLY MEETING .  Call 973-786-5768. 

 

SAT OCT 27 10:00 am HIKE  ï Sussex Branch Trail Waterloo Parking Lot. 

 

SAT NOV 3    20-MILE FULL TRAIL HIKE  (Sussex Branch Trail), weather permitting, over by nightfall.  

    Call Bruce Rhinesmith at 201-274-9805 for details. 

 

SAT NOV 10   11:30 am BIKE RIDE  ï Warbasse Junction. Bring helmet, lunch & drink. Call or email Paul anytime     

    973-887-4332 or paul_rottmann@hotmail.com.  If no one contacts him, ride may be cancelled. 

 

SAT NOV 10  10:00 am HIKE ï Blairstown Airport. 

 

TUE NOV 27   7:00 pm PVTC MONTHLY MEETING .  Call 973-786-5768. 

 

SAT DEC 1    EXPLORER HIKE  ï Call Bruce Rhinesmith at 201-274-9805 for details. 

 

THU  Dec 6  6:00 pm   PVTC ANNUAL DINNER, Spring Street Pub and Grill, Newton   

 

TUE Jan 1  10:00 am 2019 FOOTBRIDGE ï 34th ANNUAL NEW YEARôS DAY HIKE.  Call 973-786-5768. 

Note:  The PVT schedule may be subject to change. For the most current information, please call the activity 

contact number, access our website at www.pvtc-kvsp.org, or call the PVTC phone number, 973-786-5768. 

The Signal is published two times a year to share information. Articles and/or material may be submitted to 

the editor (Linda Barth; barthlinda123@aol.com) or to PVTC, P.O. Box 175, Andover, New Jersey 07821. 

We reserve the right to edit for space considerations. 

A Track Becomes a Path 
By Roberta Bramhall 

 

     Another segment of the New York Susquehanna and Western right-of-way will be morphed into a             

multi-purpose trail. The 4.8-mile portion will be paved and accommodate cyclists, walkers, joggers and   

skaters. Motor vehicles including dirt bikes will be prohibited. This trail is expected to open in 2019 and will 

run from River Drive in Pequannock near Route 23 to Mountainview Boulevard in Wayne. It will be part of 

the Morris County Park System.  

     Future plans include connecting with the Passaic Countyôs Morris Canal Greenway. Morris County          

Freeholder Director Doug Cabas is quoted as saying, ñThis will be an incredible new addition to the               

county park system for the northeast section of the county.ò 

 

                                                 (Source:  Daily Record -1/24/2018) 
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PVT HIKE AND BIKE STARTING LOCATIONS  
 

     All hikes and bike rides (helmets required) take place on the Paulinskill Valley Trail or on the Sussex Branch            

Trail, both of which are part of Kittatinny Valley State Park. They are cinder-based rail trails that provide easy,            

level walking and riding. There are six starting places for hikes and one for bike rides. This arrangement gives            

us the opportunity to cover the entire 27-mile PVT in several hikes. We offer 5, 7, 10, 20 (full Sussex Branch)           

or 30 (full PVT) mile hikes. Bring lunch and water, wear comfortable shoes, and enjoy. 
 

FOOTBRIDGE PARK  
 

GPS Coordinates: 40.981345, -74.957191 

1 Footbridge Lane, Blairstown, NJ 07825.  Take Route 80 to Exit 12, Route 521.  Go north on Route 521 for five miles to           

Route 94 in Blairstown.  Turn left onto Route 94 and take the second left into the park, designated by a small white sign with 

black lettering. 

 

WARBASSE JUNCTION VIA ROUTES 206 AND 94 
 

GPS Coordinates: 41.085293, -74.699741 

Take Routes 206 and 94 North through Newton and continue north for 2½ miles.  At the light near the Mercedes dealership, turn 

right to follow Route 94 North. Continue for two miles to Warbasse Junction Road (Route 663). Turn right and go ½ mile to a 

parking lot on the right that is diagonally across from the house at 280 Warbasse Junction Road, Lafayette Township, NJ 07848. 

 

WARBASSE JUNCTION VIA ROUTE 15  
 

GPS Coordinates: 41.085293, -74.699741 

Take Route 15 into Lafayette Township, NJ. Turn onto Route 94 South. Stay on Route 94 South for approximately one mile.  

Turn left onto Warbasse Junction Road (Route 663). Continue ½ mile south to the parking lot on the right that is diagonally  

across from the house at 280 Warbasse Junction Road, Lafayette Township, NJ 07848. 

 

BLAIRSTOWN AIRPORT  
 

GPS Coordinates: 40.970082, -74.995344 

Take Route 80 to Exit 12. Go north on Route 521 for five miles to Route 94 in Blairstown. Turn left onto Route 94 and follow 

Route 94 approximately 2.2 miles to Lambert Road. (Rite Aid on far left corner). Turn left on Lambert Road and follow it          

approximately one mile to the airport. 

 

COLUMBIA, NJ (AT THE RIVER)  
 

GPS Coordinates: 40.924892, -75.094329 

Take Route 80 to Exit 4A. Follow signs to Columbia. Take the first U turn on the left. Follow signs for Route 94S, Columbia.          

Do not get on the toll bridge to Pennsylvania.  Take the first exit to the right into the town of Columbia. Make a right turn onto  

Decatur Street. Go two blocks to Green Street and turn left. Go one block to Washington Street and turn left. Park on the left side 

of the street (away from the river). We will meet at the corner of Washington and Green streets by the Columbia pedestrian bridge. 

 

SUSSEX BRANCH TRAIL SOUTHERN TERMINUS ON WATERLOO ROAD  
 

GPS Coordinates: 40.921412, -74.738714 

Take Route 80 to Exit 25 to Route 206 North and travel approximately 1.3 miles. Make a left onto Waterloo Road (Shell             

Station and Santander Bank on left corners). Follow Waterloo Road approximately 1.1 miles to a parking lot on the right            

(just past Jefferson Lakes Camp sign). Thereôs a small park service sign on the right indicating the parking lot. 

 

WHITE LAKE (HARDWICK) MAIN PARKING LOT  
 

GPS Coordinates: 41.002050, -74.916572 

Take Route 80 to Exit 12. Go north on Route 521 for five miles to Route 94 in Blairstown. Turn right onto Route 94 and follow 

Route 94 approximately three miles to Spring Valley Road. Turn left onto Spring Valley Road and follow for approximately 1.3 

miles to Stillwater Road (Route 521). Turn right on Stillwater Road and park in the 2nd parking lot on the right. 
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TRAIL MAINTENANCE  

By Marty Grossman 
      This year, the PVTC is continuing its ongoing trail maintenance projects.  I expect our members 

to rise to the occasion and join the existing group of volunteers to complete this work. 

 

PHOTO CAPTIONS 

Removing defaced PVT gate sign near Blairstown Airport.  (top left) 

 

Installing new PVT gate sign after painting gate near Blairstown Airport (top right) 

 

Completed work on Blairstown gate (bottom) 


